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TIPS & TRICKS 

Smartphone Photography 
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1. When pressing the SHUTTER.... 

 breathe out. Make it a habit. 

 This will steady your (smartphone) camera 

 (don't forget to breathe in again) 

2. Use your earphones as a remote control 

 Volume button = shutter 

 this will steady your camera 

 Make the perfect selfie! 

 Try it! 
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3. Never ever use the zoom option 

 Just forget about this option. It will ruin your 

 photos. Trust me.  

 Why? 

 Your camera has a digital zoom 

 This means that it will blow up pixels. 

 It crops the scene several times, while an optical 

 zoom actually brings the scene closer to the eye. 

 (Optical zoom is not possible on your smartphone 

 though) 

The photo will end up looking unsharp, blurry and 

 ugly. Instead; if possible, get closer to the subject, 

 or crop when editing 

. 

     Pixel blow up 
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Actual picture (no zooming!) 

Same picture as seen above but cropped and edited 

in Snapseed and Photoshop Express 
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4 The best light to make wonderful photos is during 

 the 'Golden Hour' 

 This is actually the first and the last hour of 

 daylight.... 

 Look on http://www.golden-hour.com to find out 

 what time this Golden hour appears in your area. 

 Soft light with a golden touch, perfect light!  

 

 

 The Golden hour (the last hour during sunset, or the 

 first hour during sunrise)  

http://www.golden-hour.com/
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5 Make a composition using the 'Rule of Thirds' 

 Place your subject on the left side or right side of 

 your smartphone-screen (one Third). 

 This will give a much more dynamic photo. 

 It's more relaxing and natural for the eyes not to 

 centre your subject. 

Use gridlines 

to make it 

visible  
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6 Focus not just on your subject, but also scan the area 

 around the subject as well. 

 No arms or legs cut off, trees cut off or other 

 objects disturbing the composition. No trees coming 

 out of ears please. 

'Perfectly centered'? Apply 'The rule of Thirds' 
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7 Always look for the light. Your smartphone camera 

 has limited options for correcting poor  light.  

Avoid using the flashlight in the dark as much as you 

 can. The light is too harsh. Instead, look for softer 

 light. You should however use the flashlight in harsh 

 sunlight, when the background is too bright and  

 your subject (portrait) turns into a silhouette. 

  

 (Use it as a fill flash) 

 

  Use your flashlight in bright sunlight…. 

    

   and to avoid ugly shadows. 
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8 Shoot in horizontal mode as much as you can. 

 It's more suitable for showing pictures on your 

 computer or TV screen. 

9 While shooting pictures with your smartphone, 

 remember its limitations compared to a professional 

 SLR camera. 50% of making better and more 

 professional photos with your smartphone is all 

 about a good composition.  

 

 The other 50% is ..........Editing! 

  

So consider how and what you are going to edit the 

very moment you are taking the picture.  Even before 

hitting the shutter! 
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10 Use editing apps on your smartphone: 

 

 

 

Snapseed 

  

Photoshop Express 

  



 
Smartphone Photography eYeCatch Media YB © 2017 

 
 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

  Namasté (I honor your soul) 

   YB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you for your interest in these Tips & Tricks 

 

 I hope you will go outside and shoot even better 

 pictures now! 

 

 Also try the tips, tricks, or full online courses or  

 E-Books; 

 

 Portraits 

 Landscapes 

 Sunset photography 

 Editing in Snapseed and Photoshop Express 

 Making art photography with your smartphone 

 

 

 Please contact for more details 

 

 info@eyecatch-fotografie.nl 


